Analysis Essay #1 – Women Writers

An analysis essay examines the relationship between a short story and a cultural theme, conflict, or issue. It articulates an argument about what the text has to say about the chosen issue and proves its argument by closely studying the language of the text. 

As you work on this analysis essay, remember our guiding question—our mission statement—compiled from Stephan Greenblatt’s essay “Culture”: How does the text / author use a “resonant story,” “imagery,” and “language” to accumulate, transform, represent, and communicate “the social energies and practices” of America (Greenblatt 230). 

You may also wish to think about some of the cultural themes and issues we have explored: gender, race, class, economics (capitalism, materialism, industrialization, consumerism and consumption), American journey, the American work ethic, religion in America, authorship and the imagination in America, science and technology and any other cultural ideas or topics we have discussed in class.

Your essay will examine the story of one of the following authors that we have read in the class: Sarah Orne Jewett, Kate Chopin, Mary Wilkins Freeman, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Edith Wharton, or Willa Cather:


· A thesis that uses active verbs to explain the relationship between the literary text and the cultural issue, conflict, or theme you have chosen to discuss.

· Well structured body paragraphs (topic sentence, logically arranged evidence, and a clincher sentence) that closely examine the language of the text word by word or line by line and link that examination to the cultural issues raised by the text

· Analysis of the story’s language (figures of speech, word choice, etc.), imagery, symbolism, character, point or view and other literary concepts and techniques and an explanation of how these techniques and words develop the cultural themes or issues explored in the text

· The essay closely examines the text by working small quotes into sentences that interpret those quotes (most quotes should be only a few words and no quote should be more than a sentence). The writer fully explores ALL the implications of the language in a quote.

· The essay has few or no grammar or mechanical errors

· The essay has a dynamic prose style marked by 1) the use of active verbs, 2) correct and varied sentences, and 3) concise, appropriate, and correct word choice

This essay will have a thesis, body paragraphs, and a conclusion. The conclusion will link the analysis made in the essay to some of the other texts discussed in the course.

You may not use outside sources such as web sites, books, essays, journal articles, or study aids for the ideas you develop in this paper. Any such use constitutes a violation of the academic honesty policy at Redlands and will result in you failing this class.

See the course web site for suggested writing strategies: http://newton.uor.edu/facultyfolder/jim_sullivan/112/writersguide/writersguide.html

Requirements

Length: 4.5 pages

Format: MLA

1 inch margins, four line first page heading, plain centered title, page numbers in right corner of headers, everything double-spaced (no extra spaces anywhere), Times or Times New Roman 12 font.

Full-length draft: 

· Due Tuesday, February 18. 

· The full-length draft must be 4.5 pages long. 

· Failure to complete a full draft will result in a 10% lowering of the final grade for the paper.

· Writers must bring 2 copies of the draft to class and attach a completed version of the “Full-Length Draft Cover Sheet” (see below) to their drafts. 

· Remember, you do not need to have a perfect version of this draft. I will check to see that you have met the length requirement and read your cover sheet but will not otherwise grade this draft. A classmate, however, will complete a detailed peer critique of your work.

Fianl Draft

· Due Thursday, February 20. 

· The final draft must be 4.5 pages long. 

· An essay not submitted at the beginning of the class period is late and the grade will be lowered 10% for each day the paper is late. 

· Students will submit their final draft after they have completed and attached the “Final Draft Cover Sheet” below. 

· They will submit their final draft in a manila file folder that also includes their “full-length draft,” cover sheet, and critique. 

· Students must also submit a Microsoft Word version of their essays via the Blackboard electronic drop box. NOTE: I will not accept a final draft that is not in a manila folder with all of these required items. I will also not accept a final draft that is not in EXACTLY the required paper format.
Full Length Draft Cover Sheet

Name:







Date:

Word Count (counted by word processor):


Length in pages: 

Which story are you writing about? Why did this story appeal to you for this paper?

What is the cultural issue, conflict, or theme you have chosen to focus upon? What scenes, images, or patterns from the text will you focus upon and how do you link these to the cultural issue you are discussing?

What do you most like about your essay so far?

Type in what you think is the best or most interesting sentence from your paper:

What is the most important problem that you would like your peer critique to give you feedback about and suggestions for?

Final Draft Explication Essay

Name







Date

Paper Format

This paper meets all of the format requirements for this assignment (initial each line):

_____ 4.5 pages

_____ one inch margins

_____ entire paper double-spaced

_____ no extra or blank lines inserted anywhere

_____ four line heading on first page

_____ paper title in same font, size, and format as rest of essay

_____ entire paper in Times or Times New Roman 12

Submission Requirements

I have submitted this paper in a manila file folder (with my name on it) and included the following (initial each line):

_____  This cover sheet stapled to my final draft

_____  The peer critique completed of my full-length draft

_____  A copy of my full-length draft with my completed cover sheet stapled to the front

_____ I have submitted a Microsoft Word version of this paper to the electronic drop box at the course Blackboard.

Academic Honesty:

This paper is entirely my own work. I have not used any outside sources such as web sites, books, articles, essay, or study aids as I composed this essay. I understand that a violation of this academic honesty policy in this course will result in an “F” for the class and a referral to appropriate campus authorities.

_________________________




_______________________________

Printed Name







Signature

