Midterm Exam: English 112

First, if you have done all of the reading for the course and participated fully in the class blackboards, you will have no trouble with this exam. I have designed it not to trip you up but to help you develop you ability to discuss literature and culture.

The midterm exam is a one-hour long conversation between you and me about the ideas and literature discussed in the course. During the exam, which will take place in my office, you may not refer to the texts or any notes. I will have a list of all of the author’s names and the titles of their stories available for you. The exam has three distinct parts.

Analytical Concepts:

You will explain to me three of the following concepts. For each concept you will define the idea and apply it to at least one of the stories read in the course. You will pick one and I will pick two.

· Romanticism

· Realism

· Naturalism

· Culture

· The Relationship between culture and literature

· Binary

· Aporia

· Our Mission Statement / Question

American cultural themes:

You will trace three American cultural themes. For each theme you will trace what three different stories have to say about these themes. You will choose two from the list below and I will choose one (you are welcome, of course, to discuss a theme not on this list if it interests you more than what is one this list; I, however, will limit myself to this list).

· American Identity: What does it mean to be American

· American Journeys: internal / external

· Gender in America

· Race in America

· Class in America

· Materialism in America

· Consumerism/Consumption

· Desire—sexual, material—in America

· Nature in America

· Family in America

· Work and Labor in America 

· Capitalism / Wall Street / Industrialism

· Science / Technology / and Rationalism in America

· Reading in America: Interpreting Experience, Culture, and Identity

· Writing in America: Imagination, Storytelling, Truth-telling,  Representing Authors

· Coming of Age in America

· Individualism in America

· Community in America

· Religion in America

· American Exchanges: Marriage, Money, Status, etc.

Passage Identification and Analysis:

You will identify and analyze four quotes chosen from among the short stories we have read in the class. Remember, these quotes will come from all stories ranging from Salinger right up to Jack London and everything in between.  Above all, I will be looking for you to explain to me why the passages are significant. That is the key question you should have in your mind, but your answer should also address these four areas:

1. The four w’s: Who (author, story, characters) What (is happening in the story) When (in the story does this occur) and Where (where in the story does this occur)

2. Structure: does the quote raise any issues about the structure of the story (underlying logic, binaries, organization, etc.)

3. Key words, images, patterns of words and images, figures of speech, symbols, etc.

4. Cultural issues and themes raised by passage and the text from which it comes

How to study for this exam: 

Complete the blackboard entries for this Saturday (see the Blackboard for instructions), then skim through the stories reviewing your underlinings and class notes. For those stories discussed via the blackboard, skim through the discussions again. You should also review the “course notes” section of the web site for any useful supplemental material.

Finally, although it seems obvious, spend some time making sure you know the names of the key characters in each story, the names of the stories themselves, and the names of the authors. You will find your answers flow much more smoothly if you have memorized that information and do not have to sit nervously in my office trying to remember those basics.

On Tuesday, I will give you an opportunity to discuss any further issues or questions about this exam in class and sign up for an appointment time.

