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Short Story Collection Essay

Length: 6 COMPLETE pages (minimum) – 8 pages (maximum)

Due Dates: 

· Schematic Outline = Thursday April 9 (bring a copy to class, send one via digital drop box)

· Draft (5 complete pages minimum) = Next Tuesday April 15 (one copy to class; send one via digital drop box)

· Final Draft = Emailed Microsoft Word Document by 6 PM Thursday April 17

Format: 

· MLA page layout 

· one inch margins

· Times 12  font

Purpose: To analyze how a collection of stories deals with one of the cultural themes we have examined in this course by linking that cultural theme to a series of images, scenes, figurative language, characters, etc. in your chosen short story collection.

Sample Thesis: Images of infertility, representations of children, and the symbol of the home underscore the destructive power of materialism in contemporary American family life.

· The literary aspect of the work: images of infertility, representations of children, and the symbol of the home

· The cultural theme: materialism and family in America

· Argument: stories critique impact of materialism on American families

Introduction: Use your introduction to introduce the theme and the collection. Assume, however, that you are writing to an audience that has read the collection.

Body Paragraphs: Make sure you make clear to the reader which story and which scene you are referring to in your body paragraph. Each body paragraph must provide a detailed reading of only one scene, image, symbol, character, example of figurative speech, etc. Do not refer to more than one aspect or example from the text in the same body paragraph. You may, however, have more than one paragraph about one example, scene, character, etc.

Conclusion: Your conclusion should connect your interpretation to the broader themes discussed in the course and, if possible, one or more of the other works and authors discussed in the class.

Schematic Outline: Includes a preliminary thesis and presents eight scenes, passages, images, characters, examples of figurative language, etc. that you will discuss. For each of these three scenes you should include relevant quotes and notes indicating how you plan to use these scenes or passages to support your thesis. Bring a copy to class on the 10th and send one to me via the digital drop box. Label the drop box file in this way: collectoutline
Draft: A five-page (complete pages!) draft in the required paper format. This draft does not need to include your conclusion. Bring a copy to class on Tuesday April 15 and send another copy to Jim via the digital drop box. Label the drop box file in this way: collectdraft
Final Draft: A six complete to eight pages (no more than eight pages) essay sent via digital drop box by 6 PM on April 17. Type the message below into the “comment” section and label the file in this way: finalcollect

I have carefully read the instructions and examples for this assignment and I believe that this submission meets all format and length requirements. I also certify that this essay I am submitting is entirely the result of my own work. I have not referred to any outside resources in preparing this essay or if I have (strictly for the purposes of understanding cultural contexts) I have carefully documented the use of those sources. If any of the ideas I have used in this essay originate with a classmate or class discussion, I have noted that fact in the text. I understand that plagiarism in this class will result in an F and a referral to the school’s formal academic dishonesty process. I further understand that the instructor will not accept this essay if it does not follow the MLA format and citation requirements outlined in Nuts and Bolts and in the Workbook for Writers.

