Weekly Emails

Designed to give us a chance to prepare for class discussion and extend it, the emails provide an informal setting for continued analysis of the readings in class and their historical contexts. The course calendar establishes ten due dates for emails. In each case you must send an email of at least two hundred words out to the entire class via the Blackboard before the due date and time.

A few format requirements:

Make sure your email has a descriptive title. If you reply to another student’s ideas (which I encourage you to do) do not just type in re: such and such as your title. Put in a title that indicates your content and ideas.

Make sure you include your name at the end of the email and after your name (in parenthesis) the number of words in your entry.

Although I have described the email as an informal writing opportunity, I will still evaluate it and assign a grade. I will use the following rubric.

0

· The student does not make the required minimum posting

2

· The student makes one posting of at least 200 words but it does not meet the other requirements of a “3” posting.

3

· The student makes one posting of at least 200 words

· That posting closely examines and responds to the text and/or its cultural context

· That posting responds to others entries in a constructive manner and tone

· The student does not hesitate to share personal reactions and contexts but never allows these reflections to substitute for close attention to texts and contexts

4

· The student meets all the criteria for a “3” and in addition accomplishes one or more of the following:

1. The student supplements her or his main entry with shorter comments, questions, and reactions to the writings of others on the list

2. The student posts information about relevant resources and tools that may be of use to classmates.

3. The student posts questions or ideas about writing skills and/or class writing assignments to the list

