Text / Context Essay

Length: 4 pages (minimum) – 5 pages (maximum)

Due Dates: 

Outline = May 1 by 10 AM (emailed)

Optional Draft = May 3 by 5 PM (emailed) 

Final Draft = May 8 by 5 PM (emailed)

Proof of Visit to Writing Tutor = May 8

Format: MLA page layout / one inch margins / Times 

Word files: Please label the file tc (for text / context) followed by your first name and last name initials and then .doc  In my case, for example, I would submit a file entitled: tcjs.doc
Purpose: To analyze the language and thematic implications of a text within a particular cultural context.

Structure: 

· an introductory paragraph describing the cultural context in which the writer will place Invisible Man 

· an active voice thesis explaining how that context influences a reading of two or three scenes from Invisible Man
· 3.5 – 4.0 pages of detailed analysis of two or three scenes from Invisible Man (analyzed in the context of whatever cultural context the writer has selected)

· a brief conclusion connects the interpretation of the specific scenes examined in the essay to the novel as a whole or the broader American culture about which Ellison sought to comment

Sample Thesis:  Consider this sample of a text/context thesis from an essay for COL 49. “By explicitly placing Oedipa’s quest in the context of the scientific concept of entropy, Pynchon criticizes Oedipa’s personal and America’s national decline into inertia.” The introductory paragraph would explain entropy and end with this thesis. The body paragraphs would then look in detail at two or three scenes that explore the relationship between entropy, America, and Oedipa.

The Draft: Consider submission of a draft for this essay optional. If you do submit, I will evaluate closely your introduction/thesis and one body paragraph (you can let me know which to read if you wish). Due Friday May 3 by 5 PM.

The Visit to a Writing Tutor: I will let you know individually if you are required to do a writing tutor session before you submit this essay.

Grading Rubric

I will grade the paper on a 4.0 score. The breakdown below summarizes the expectations I have for composition and content and how I will “score” or “grade” the essay.
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Organization
· Active voice thesis links a cultural context to an arguable interpretation of the novel

· Introduction presents/explains the cultural concept the writer will apply in no more than .5 pages

· Body paragraphs examine two to three scenes from the novel in detail

· Conclusion connects the interpretation of the specific scenes examined in the essay to the novel as a whole or the broader American culture about which Ellison sought to comment
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Style
· the writer uses active voice throughout the essay (no more than 3 non-active sentences) (more than 3 non-active voice = .5 penalty)

· the writer effectively employs a wide variety of appropriate active verbs

· the writer uses a variety of sentence structures and lengths throughout the essay

· the writer incorporates examples and brief quotations from the texts worked into sentences explaining the connection between these examples and the argument of the paragraph
Up to 3 non AV 
Up to 4 non AV
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Paragraph Development
· all paragraphs have a topic sentence that introduces the focus of the paragraph and/or explicitly state the link to the thesis of the essay

· all paragraphs closely analyze the language of the text and link analysis of the text to the chosen cultural context

· the writer fully explores the implications and language of the quotes presented in the essay

· clincher sentences sum up the argument of the paragraph and / or provide a link to the next paragraph
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Grammar, Punctuation, Usage, and Spelling
· no errors in MLA documentation format, grammar, punctuation, usage, and spelling
Up to 3 errors
Up to 4 errors
Up to 5 errors
6  errors or more



